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CHBYS. You are jesting? It is unnecessary; I will
answer for my wife, and take the business upon
myself.

ARIS. But . . .

CHBYS. Leave it to me, I say, and have no fear: I will
go at once and prepare her for the news.

ABIS. Good. I will go and sound your Henriette on
the matter, and I will return to learn . . .

CHRYS. It is a foregone conclusion, I will go imme-
diately to talk to my wife about it

SCENE V
MABTINE, CHRYSALE

MAB. Just my luck ! Alas! the saying is true : if a
man wants to drown his dog he says he is mad
[c Give a dog a bad name and hang him/],- to be in
a state of servitude to others is no great catch.

CHBYS. What is it? What is the matter with you,
Martine?

MAB. The matter with me ?

CHBYS. Yes.

MAB. I have just had notice to quit. Monsieur.

CHRYS. Notice to quit!

MAB. Yes, Madam has turned me away.

CHBYS. I do not understand this.    Why?

MAB. She threatens, if I do not leave, to see that I

get eight dozen strokes.
CHBYS. No, you shall stay: I am satisfied with you.

My wife is often a little hot tempered, and I do not

wish . . ,

SCENE VI

E, BEIJSE, CHRYSALE, MARTINE
PHIL. What? you here still, you jade?   Quick, out